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DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING PERMITS
When you plan changes to your property—like adding a room, finishing a basement, changing its use, 
or installing a pool—you may need one or more permits. This page is a guide to help you navigate the 
Development and Building permit process and applications.

A development permit establishes the intended land use and shows 
how you plan to use a site, including the size, location, and design of any 
building or structure. It authorizes the development and may also trigger 
the need for a building permit or other approvals.

Note: A development permit is not a building permit.

It confirms that your project complies with all applicable regulations, 
including zoning requirements.

Development Permits Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Development Permit?

What does a Development Permit do?

A development permit is required for any proposed change to a property’s site or land use, 
such as:

When is a Development Permit required?
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Erecting, constructing, enlarging, altering, or converting a building or structure

Relocating or removing any building

Establishing a new use of land or a building, including temporary uses

Adding detached accessory structures

Altering or enlarging an approved conditional use

Changing the use of land or buildings

Change in use or any other development as defined in The Planning Act.
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DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION PROCESS
A development permit authorizes you to develop a property that is subject to a zoning by-law. The 
application may be processed and approved either through a Public Hearing process or administratively 
by a Development Officer designated by the Municipality. A development application process typically 
involves the following: 

For more information about required documentation, please see the 
Required Documentation Checklist. 

5

Site Plan Approval 
/ Design Review

2

Zoning Bylaw 
Amendments 

/ Rezoning

4

Variance 
/ Minor Variance

3

Conditional 
Use

The issuance of a 
development permit 
does not affect the 

obligation to obtain a 
building permit or other 
permits where required 
under other by-laws or 

regulations.

1.	 Development Plan Amendments
2.	 Zoning bylaw amendments / rezoning
3.	 Conditional Use
4.	 Variance / Minor Variance
5.	 Site Plan Approval / Design Review

A development permit authorizes you to develop a property that is subject 
to a zoning by-law. Your application may be processed through:

1.	 A public hearing before municipal council
2.	 Administrative review by a designated Development Officer

A Development Application is necessary for any approval, by-law, 
or amendment that would allow a development to proceed. 
“Development” includes:

1.	 Construction of a building on, over, or under land
2.	 Changes in the use or intensity of land or buildings
3.	 Removal of soil or vegetation
4.	 Deposit or stockpiling of soil or other materials
5.	 Excavation of land

Note: Issuing a 
development permit does 
not remove the obligation 

to obtain a building 
permit or other required 

approvals.

A development application process can involve the following:

1

Development 
Plan 

Amendments
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A building permit is official authorization, issued by the Village of St Pierre, 
that allows you to construct, renovate, or alter, a building or structure.

You must obtain a building permit before you:

•	 Erect, demolish, alter, or repair any structure
•	 Begin construction of new elements on your property

Building Permits ensure compliance with the provincial Building Code. 
This helps keep people and property safe. A permit grants you legal 
permission to start work.

Building Permits Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Building Permit?

When is a Building Permit required?

What does a Building Permit do?

•	 New construction
•	 Additions and attached garages
•	 Finishing previously unfinished 

spaces (basements, attics)

•	 Basement renovations
•	 Detached structures over 108 ft²
•	 Outdoor pools
•	 Major home renovations

•	 Painting, decorating, or cosmetic replacements (windows, 
doors, shingles)

•	 Fences (must still comply with other regulations and by-laws 
including the zoning by-law)

•	 Sheds under 108 ft²
•	 Unenclosed decks less than 2 ft above grade
•	 Installation of cabinets or shelves
•	 Non-structural alterations

Examples of Projects That Need a Building Permit

Projects That Do Not Need a Building Permit
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Permits are required for any building addition or accessory structure larger than 108 ft². 
Below is an overview of common permit types.

Residential Dwelling

Single and semi-detached 
homes, multiple-family units, 
attached garages/carports, 
additions

Fences and hedges

No permit required, but 
must meet zoning and other 
by-law requirements

Demolition or Relocation

Removing or moving any 
structure

Deck

All open unenclosed decks 
over 2 ft high, or enclosed

Basement Finish

Converting unfinished 
basements into living 
spaces

Shed

Detached structures over 
108 ft²

Pool, Hot Tub, Water 
Feature

In-ground or above-ground 
pools and spas

Building Permit Types

For more information on application fees and forms please visit the Village of St 
Pierre website at www.villagestpierrejolys.ca/p/permits-and-application-fees.

Commercial/Industrial

All non-residential building, 
alteration, or demolition 
projects
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